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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were; (1) to study the history of Lao
People’s Democratic Republic of Laos (2) to study the relationship of society
and culture of Buddhism towards people of Lao People’s Democratic
Republic of Laos and to analyze the tendency and Buddhist direction with
development of society and culture in Lao People’s Democratic Republic of
Laos. This research is a qualitative research, studying on document, interview,
group conversation, and unofficial observation, then, analyzing on those
contents. The result is found that;

1. The Lao Country was regarded as the country with the social,
cultural, religious and linguistic relationship constantly in the past and the
present, Buddhism came in the Lanchang Kingdom. In this period of
PhranangKaewyodfa, the Queen, who used to believe in Buddhism when she
lived in Khom City, she saw Lao people believing in ghosts and deities and
killing animals for worship and she requested Phra Chao Fa-Ngum to bring

Buddhism for dispersion in the Kingdom of Lanchang. Buddhism was
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propagated in Lao Country in the first time and to have g¢ood support from
Phra Chao Fa-Ngum. In the period of PhraChaichetthathiraj, it was the highest
progress, because he built a lot of the important temples. In Vientien, there
were about 120 temples and he built up the temple of Emerald Buddha that
was the place for the Emerald Buddha, that is, it was brought from Chaingmai.
In this period, A plenty of literatures was written consisting of Sang-Sinchai,
KaraketPhralak and Phra Ram etc. Buddhism established security in Laos’
society. Buddhism was the foundation of customs and traditions, ideals and
beliefs of Lao People, rituals and significant days such as merit-making festival
of PhraDhatuLuang. In addition, the Orders of Sangha assisted the community
in the aspect of advices and social assistance of 4 factors for people. the
temple was the center of folks” and officials’ meeting etc.

2. While the aspects of the social and cultural relationship of
Buddhism towards people in the Lao People’s Democratic Republic of Laos
(PDR) were regarded as a relative with the way of life through the yea in the
same way as E-San people in the Northeastern Part of Thailand by holding
the tradition called Heet Sib-song and Klong-Sibsi by aiming at denoting the
merit to the former people in order to give the gratefulness of the nature.
The secret power will bless people to be happy and face the advancement.
Buddhism is the social and cultural foundation of Laos by the Sangha
established the temple as the center of the community. Buddhism is the
same with “the Life Constitution” that builds up the cultural relationship of
Lao people and enhances people to carry on their lives.

3. The tendency of relation and co-operation in the aspect of
Buddhism and culture of Lao people was changed after the Lao country
changed the government. The Lao Shangha has changed the method in
administration of the Order of Sangha in order to comply with the modern

period. In dispersion of Buddhism, Lao Sangha co-operated with the foreign
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country by sending Buddhist monks to study and when they completed their
education, they came back to develop the country by permission of the
President of the Middle Center of Buddhist Relation Organization of Laos
including establishment of a lot of Buddhist colleges in Lao country, At the
present, Lao Sangha has various projects that are carrying on, that is, to
enhance people and the youths to participate in practicing Kammatthana,
building up the schools to train morality to the youths, to set up the projects
to ordinate the novices in the hot season, to set up the project for
propagation of Dhamma, and to set up the session of delivering Dhamma in
the Buddhist diversity of important days. It is regarded that the tendency of

Buddhism in Lao country has been developed constantly.

Keywords: Buddhism; Cultural; Relations.
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